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THE CHANGE-OVER ”O DECIMAL CURRLNCY.

Preparation for the change from Zsd to £p on the 15th February 1971 began
as far as meters were concerned on the 12 June 1968. On this day a new design
(H) was introduced, and all new machin: s were sold with this design and from
then onwards in a decimal form. Values for these machines in decimal form
were shown in "pence only', thus "1l2" for l/-‘ W15+ for 1/5, "4A8" for 4/- etc.

At the date of the change-over any credit remaining in the machines was
regarded as ''new pence'’ and an account for the difference sent to the user by
the Post Office. Machines which had not been converted could continue to be
used (in.their old designs) but credit would not be renewed.

On the same day as the currency was changed new rates of postage were
introduced, being 1ncreased from a basic rate of 4d (second class) and 5d
(first class) to 25p (6d) and 3p (7d) respectively and all this coincided
wi h an almost complete strike of postal employees and the suspension of all
but a few local deliveries from January to early March.

Despite exv-ensive publicity there was, inevitably a little uncertainty
at the time of the change-over and this resulted in a number of possible items
for the collector, we would suggest that the following are worthy of incusion.

(a) Impressions dated between 12 Jun 1968 and 14 Feb 1971 which are
in design (H) and show values in 'pence only", the earlier the date
the more uncommon and values of more than 11 have an additional charm.

(b) Impressions dated after 15 Feb 1971 in old designs, (D), (i), (F)
and (G) and which show values converted from Zsd to £p, usually od for
25p and 7d for 3p. Impressions from L.V. machines where two values have
been used to make up the value have an added interest. 7he later the
date the more uncommon.

(c) Impressions dated immediately after the change-over, which for most
people was delayed by the postal strike until early March, showing
incorrect rates.

bExamples would be from machines already in decimal form and thus in
design (H) with values as 6 (for 6d instead of the correct 25) or 7 for
3p, and on ordinary envelopes and thus identifiable as small items of
mail. These errors were very quickly eliminated and examples are scarce.

(d) "First Day" impressions from meters hardly exist but & number of
large users appear to have franked large quantities of non-urgent mail
immediavtely before 15 Feb to avoid the increase in rates, such mail was
in most cases stored until about 3 weeks later.




